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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 7532 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MNUC, TECH, MILI, US, PK, FR 

SUBJECT: PRESS CARRIES REPORT OF ZIA LETTER TO GISCARD 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 7366 (B) ISLAMABAD 7497 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . PAKISTAN TIMES AUGUST 3 CARRIES STORY ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
BCC HEADLINED "CMLA'S LETTER TO GISCARD." STORY SAYS THAT 
CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR (CMLA) GENERAL ZIA UL-HAQ 
"HAS SENT" A LETTER TO PRESIDENT GISCARD "REITERATING" THE 
GOP S INTENTION TO "PROCURE A NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANT." 

2. STORY SAYS THE LETTER WAS DELIVERED "THROUGH A HIGH- 
RANKING FRENCH DIPLOMAT WHO VISITED ISLAMABAD IN THE RECENT 
PAST." ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, THE LETTER "IS IN RESPONSE 

TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT S INTENTION TO RENEGOTIATE THE DEAL 
AS THE PLANT COULD ALSO (SIC) YIELD PLUTONIUM." 

3. STORY NOTES THAT "THE RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER MIGHT 
BE THE FINAL DECISION OF THE GOF ON THIS ISSUE". AND 
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THAT THE GOF HAS "ALREADY REPORTEDLY FORWARDED AN ALTER- 
NATIVE PROPOSAL TO PAKISTAN" ALTEBLAH, THE REPORT CON- 
CLUDES, THE DETAILS OF THE "COUNTER-PROPOSALS" HAVE NOT 
YET BEEN REVEALED. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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4. CMLA ZIA'S SPEECH IN BALUCHISTAN (REF A) MAY HAVE BEEN 
THE OPENING SHOT IN A GOP ATTEMPT TO MAKE THE ISSUE MORE 
PUBLIC IN THE HOPE OF DIFFUSING CRITICISM. TODAY S PAK TIMES’ 

STORY IS ANOTHER STEP UP IN THE LEVEL OF PUBLICITY HERE 
ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE REPROCESSING PLANT DEAL. SINCE 
THE PAK TIMES IS UNDER RELATIVELY STRICT CONTROL, WE ASSUME 
THAT THEIR REPLAY OF THE BBC STORY HAS THE APPROVAL OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. IT IS UNCLEAR, HOWEVER, IF GOP SOFTENED 
STORY ORIGINALLY FILED BY BBC STRINGER. REF B NOTES THAT 
REUTERS ALSO HAS THE STORY AND WE WOULD APPRECIATE REUTERS 
(OR FULL BBC) TEXT IF AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON, PARIS, OR 
LONDON. END CONFIDENTIAL. HUMMEL 
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